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Jews arrived in Spain over 2000 years ago. Spain, was 
once the largest, most prosperous and cultivated Jewish 
communities in the world. This “Golden Age” came to an 

end in 1492 with the expulsion of the Jews. An estimated 
50,000 Jews live in Spain. Echoes of previous communities 

are now thriving Kehilot on the Iberian Peninsula, with 
Gibraltar leading the way. 

Let the journey begin…



Sunday 29th December 
Leave Chicago

Monday 30th December
Arrive Lisbon

Lisbon

Welcome to the magical city of Lisbon!

We will begin our visit at the Padrão dos Descobrimentos monument 
on the northern bank of the Tagus River. Introduction to Spanish and 
Portuguese Jewry. Why does Lisbon no longer have a vibrant community? 

After visting the 100 year old Shaaré Tikvah Synagogue we will experience 
a full City Tour and take in the majestic beauty of one of the most 
beautiful cities in Europe. A visit to the Rua de Judiaria and famous 
Rossio square where sadly many Jews were killed. 

Time permitting make our way to the palácio nacional de Queluz, 
a National Palace with its historical gardens are one of the most 
remarkable examples of the palatial architecture in Portugal. 

Dinner at hotel

Overnight Lisbon 
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Tuesday 31st December
A visit to the infamous bullfighting ring.

Day trip to Castelo De Vide. Here we will touch history as we visit the old 
Jewish Quarter. The 13th century shul built by Gibraltarian Jews. The 
wonderful museum and relics from the difficult times of the inquisition 
showcase a world of the past that raises difficult questions. Meeting with 
locals who are descendants of Crypto Jews. 

Return to  Lisbon and eat dinner at hotel 

Gathering by Praca do Comercio at the edge of the Tejo river. This is the 
largest public square in Western Europe, where the build up to midnight 
is filled with live music and as the clock strikes 12am – a  grand fireworks 
display reflecting off the river. 

Overnight Lisbon 
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Wednesday 1st January
Early morning flight to Malaga, Spain.

Cordoba. 

Once home to a thriving Jewish community. It’s ancient neighbourhood is 
considered one of the most famous Juderías (Jewish quarters) in Spain. 

Casa Sefarad - a cultural project concerned with Judeo-Spanish 
(Sephardic) culture, history and tradition, showcasing the extensive and 
rich legacy of the Sephardic tradition.

Learn the story of the Maimondes, in his hometown.  Retrace the 
footsteps of the great Jewish thinkers of the past & discover the origins 
of the first great Jewish renaissance in Europe, as well as the difficult 
period that preceded it.

Lucena

A town once exclusively Jewish. 

The Museo Arquelógico y Etnológico – inside medieval fortress with its 
series of exhibits about Jewish life in lucena.

The Necrópolis Judía – uncovered in 2006, 346 tombs from the 
Jewish cemetery over 1000 years ago. 

Walking tour of the Jewish Quarter

Dinner in Malaga with Students 

Overnight Malaga
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Thursday 2nd January
Granada

A Jewish community so important it was known as ́Granada of the Jews´. 

The ancient Realejo Quarter dating from 711 when Muslims came to 
Granada. 

An introduction to influential Jews who helped shape the city.

The site of the signing of the inquisition. The Monument to Christopher 
Columbus and Queen Isabella in the historic center.

The UNESCO site – the Alhambra, a breath-taking palace and fortress 
from the 13th century. 

Overnight Gibraltar 
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Friday 3rd January
Gibraltar

There is a small vibrant community, in existence from the mid 18th century. 
Visit the Upper Rock and its apes, magical caves and breathtaking views. 
Enjoy the tax free shopping in this shopper’s paradise.

Visit the renknowned Dolphin Safari. Drive back to hotel and get ready for 
Shabbat.

Candle lighting at hotel. Shabbat dinner at Tamid restaurant

Overnight Gibraltar

Shabbat 4th January  
Breakfast at hotel. Kiddush and Shabbat lunch at Tamid restaurant.

Enjoy a full Shabbat program in Gibraltar! We will meet with local 
dignitaries and members of Parliament. 

Bowling after Shabbat followed by debrief and singing on board the 
luxurious Sunbourne Casino Cruise Liner. 

Overnight Gibraltar 

Sunday 5th January
Transfer from hotel to Spanish border

Drive to Malaga airport

Return Home
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JRoots is a member of

Rabbi Raphy Garson was raised in Gibraltar. He lives in Elstree together 
with his wife Deborah and their children and are the Rabbinic team of 

Ohr Yisrael Federation Synagogue of Borehamwood and Elstree.

In addition he works with Holocaust Educational Trust’s ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project’ and has in the last few years, led over 5000 non-

Jewish students to Poland.
 

Rabbi Garson works for JRoots as an educator and guide, regularly 
taking groups to Poland, Spain, Portugal and Morocco, having taken 

thousands on Jewish Journeys.  

Delivered by JRoots


